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that other, Plato is a man, it will therefore possess an eternal truth,
and the individual essence of Plato will be not less independent of
God than the universal essence of man is; so likeivise other similar
results will ensue, which it would be tedious to pursue. Yet I add
that since man is said to be of such a nature that he cannot exist
without being animal, we must not therefore imagine that such a
nature is anything or exists anywhere outside the mind; but that the
meaning is merely this, that if anything is a human being it must
itself resemble these other objects, to which, on account of their
mutual resemblance, the same appellation ' man' is given. This is a
resemblance, I repeat, between individual natures, from which the
understanding derives the opportunity of forming a concept or the
idea or form of a common nature, from which anything that will be
human ought not to deviate.

Hence I say the same of that triangle of yours and its nature.
For the triangle is indeed a sort of mental rule which you employ in
discovering whether something deserves to be called a triangle. But
there is no necessity for us on that account to say that such a triangle
is something real and a true nature over and above the understanding,
which alone, from beholding material triangles, has formed it and has
elaborated it as a common notion exactly in the way we have described
in the case of the nature of man.

Hence also we ought not to think that the properties demonstrated
of material triangles, agree with them because they derive those
properties from the ideal triangle ; they rather contain those properties
themselves, and the ideal triangle does not possess them except in so far
as the understanding, after observing the material ones, assigns them
to it, with a view to restoring them again in the process of demon-
stration. This is in the same way as the properties of human nature
do not exist in Plato and Socrates in the sense that they receive them
from the universal nature of man, the facts being rather that the mind
ascribes those properties to it after discerning them in Plato, Socrates
and others, with the intention of restoring them to those individual
cases, when reasoning is called for.

It is Mown that the understanding, after seeing Plato, Socrates
and others, all of whom are rational beings, has put together this
universal proposition: every man is rational; and then when it
wishes to prove that Plato is rational, it uses that as a premiss in its
syllogism. Likeivise, 0 Mind, you indeed say that you have the
idea of a triangle, and would have possessed it, even though you
had never seen any triangular shape among bodies, just as you have